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of district councils under the Local Self-Government Act
of 1920 were put forward as a justification for transferring
in Berar from them to panchayats the receipts from
markets to which in fact, under section 5 of the Village
Sanitation and Public Management Act panchayats were
properly entitled. The Act is so framed that as long as
a panchayat is independent of the control of the district
counciHt cannot be compelled to share the income derived
from a market administered by it with the district council.

93* A Bill was introduced by the local Government
in 1927 for the amendment of sections 5, 7, and 10 of the
Act providing respectively (1) for power to levy fees on
and to enforce the use of slaughter-houses which some of
the panchayats had constructed ; (2) fbr power to charge
interest on arrears of taxes ; and (3) that if a municipal
committee, a notified area committee, or a panchayat
committee succeeds a sanitation committee it shall take
over its funds and property instead of their lapsing to
the district council or local board having authority in the
area. This Bill was passed into an Act of the local
Legislature in January 1928.

94. In April 1928, there were 101 village sanitation
panchayats in operation in the province, 62 in the Centra!
Provinces and 42 in Berar. Prior to the Reforms, 6 pan-
chayats were converted into notified area committees
under the Central Provinces Municipalities Act and since
the introduction of the Reforms, 2 have been converted
into such committees and 3 into municipalities. Between
1923 and 1927, 18 sanitation panchayats have been con-
verted into village panchayats under the Central Prov-
inces Village Panchayat Act, 1920 (V of 1920), and since
April last, 2 more have undergone similar change. Three
were disestablished in 1922 for default of payment of taxes,
as a result of political agitation, and for general inanition ;
1 in 1921 by application for exclusion, but the villagers
have now applied for extension of the Village Panchayat
Act; and one which was established in 1917, worked well
till 1921, when it came under the influence of the non-
co-operation movement and ceased to function ; it has been
revived since 1926.

95'.    Although   fair   progress has  been made in the
voluntary replacement of village sanitation panchayats by